
Does the patient have a known cause of anaemia? 

YES  NO 

The cause of anaemia must be investigated before referring to 
MADU for RBC transfusion.  The patient may require direct referral 
for Endoscopy or a referral to General Medicine, Gastroenterology, 

Haematology or Gynaecology Outpatients. 

 

Is the patient 

• haemodynamically compromised, or  

• has active uncontrolled bleeding, or 

• has a Hb <70g/L with significant clinical signs & symptoms of anaemia  

. 

YES  NO 

Patient cannot be referred to 
MADU for transfusion. Refer to 

the ED for assessment and 
resuscitation +/- transfusion.  

GP completes a GP REFERRAL 
OF PATIENTS REQUIRING 

BLOOD TRANSFUSION form. 
Note: this cannot be used for iron 

infusion referral. 

GP prints a copy of the WH Dorevitch 
Pathology Blood Product Request 

form from the GP Integration site on 
the WH internet. 

GP completes the request form for 
crossmatch ensuring  that the 

patient’s WH UR number is 
documented on the form. 

Note: Crossmatch 
cannot be performed 
without UR number. 

The crossmatch MUST 
be done by Dorevitch 
pathology- no other 

pathology service can 
be accepted.  

GP gives the request form to the patient/nurse 
and advises MADU nursing staff  will contact 
them with their admission date and date to 

attend Dorevitch pathology for blood test   (<72 
hours prior to admission) 

GP faxes Referral form and 
recent pathology test results to 

MADU 8395-9199  

MADU nursing staff will consult the 
appropriate medical unit (Gen Med Unit or 

relevant unit e.g. oncology, gastroenterology 
if known Unit patient) to review and confirm 

acceptance of the referral. 

YES  NO 

GP notified referral not 
accepted. MADU document 

reason for rejection on referral 
form and fax to GP. 

Referral accepted? 

MADU nursing staff allocate an 
admission date and time for the 

patient. 

MADU nursing staff contact   
patient or facility to advise of 

admission date and time. 

MADU nursing staff advise patient of when to 
attend Dorevitch Pathology or arrange for 

Dorevitch pathology to visit patient or facility 
for crossmatch sample to be taken.  

On the admission day, the patient is admitted to MADU under 
the General Medical Unit (admitting team for the day) or relevant 
unit e.g. Oncology if known oncology patient, Gastroenterology if 

known gastro patient as previously arranged.  

If the patient does not have a valid consent the 
Medical officer from the admitting Unit  will 

attend MADU and obtain and document 
consent on the blood prescription form. 

Patient is transfused and if no 
complications discharged to 

home or facility. 

GP REFERRAL OF COMMUNITY BASED PATIENTS (including Aged Care Facility Residents) REQUIRING RBC TRANSFUSION 

On the day before admission MADU 
nursing staff contact  the Unit to 

inform them of the patient’s Hb and 
obtain order for number of units to 

be transfused. 


